	English 210 / Thinking about a Speech / Van Jones: “The Economic Injustice of Plastic”
LINK: https://www.ted.com/talks/van_jones_the_economic_injustice_of_plastic
Thank you to Professor Mary Warden for sharing this handout.


 
Please watch the TedTalk, and then answer these questions.  Use complete sentences.  Be thoughtful in your responses.  Each answer should be at least 1 paragraph (4-6 sentences). Your entire writing assignment will be at least 2 pages, single-spaced. 
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Name:  _____________________________________

1) What is the focus of this speech? How does Van Jones get the audience to understand the direction his speech is going to take?

2) Early in his speech, he provides the three points he will speak about. What are these points?

3) How does he build rapport (good connection) with the audience? (List a few techniques he uses.) Why is connecting to the audience so important for his topic?

4) How would you describe the speaker’s tone during this speech? How does his tone and manner of speaking help him create a situation so that his audience will respond favorably?

5) He tells us that “disposability” is a dangerous concept? How does he lead us to this idea and then get us to understand how we are connected to it?

6) Why does he compare humans to clams? 

7) He leads the audience to reflect on the morals of people in the environmental movement. How and why does he do this?


8) What was your reaction to his speech? Has Van Jones made you think about your everyday use of plastic? Why or why not?


9) If you were going to give Van Jones’s speech a grade, what grade would you assign, and why? 
